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Proud of Our Community Support!
The collaborative efforts and dedication of our community partners allow us to offer
students a variety of opportunities to advance their educational careers. The UCSF Fresno
Latino Center for Medical Education and Research, Caruthers Unified School District,
Fresno Unified School District and Selma Unified School District would like to thank the
following health institutions for hosting the Doctors Academy students during their
summer clinical experience:
Aesthetic Plastic Surgery Pavilion
Adventist Health Community Centers
Cedar Veterinary Hospital
Clinica Sierra Vista
Community Regional Medical Center
Dempsey Orthodontics
Engstrom Dental
Eye Medical Center of Fresno
Family Medicine Health Center
Fresno Cancer Center
Fresno Physical Therapy
Kaiser Permanente Medical Offices
Kaiser Permanente Fresno Medical Center

Kingsburg Veterinary Clinic
Minarets Medical Group
Omni Women’s Health Medical Group
Pediatric Anesthesia Associates
Sierra Pacific Orthopedics
South County Veterinary Hospital
Sports, Hand, Arm Rehabilitation Center
UCSF Fresno Medical Education and
Research Center
University Neurosciences Institute
Valley Animal Center
Valley Children’s Hospital

The DA Program is funded by: UCSF School of Medicine, UCSF Fresno Medical
Education Program, Caruthers, Fresno and Selma Unified school districts,
The California Endowment, Kaiser Permanente Northern California Region
and The California Wellness Foundation.

UCSF Fresno Latino Center for Medical Education
and Research
550 East Shaw Avenue, Suite 210
Fresno, CA 93710
Phone: (559) 241-7670
Donate to the Program
If you would like to learn more about
donating to the Doctors Academy, please
go to https://www.fresno.ucsf.edu/give/
(click on Latino Center DA/HCOP).

Website
https://www.fresno.ucsf.edu/latino-center-for-medicaleducation-and-research/
Facebook link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2217413563/
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About the Doctors Academy
In 1999, the UCSF Fresno Latino Center for Medical Education and Research started
the Doctors Academy (DA) at Sunnyside High School. The visionary DA pipeline program provides academic enrichment opportunities to educationally disadvantaged
students in the Fresno Unified School District. Through DA, we are creating future
health professionals and encouraging brilliant minds to give back to where they are
most needed - in our underserved Fresno County communities.

Website
https://www.fresno.ucsf.edu/latino-center-for-medicaleducation-and-research/
Facebook link:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2217413563/

The recent transfer of the medical student training program, the San Joaquin Valley
Program in Medical Education (SJV PRIME), from UC Davis to the UCSF School of
Medicine, enables future physicians interested in caring for Valley patients to spend
more time training in the region. It also creates a continuous pathway in the Valley for
students to earn a medical degree and go on to residency training. The DA program is
honored to be a part of a pipeline for future health professionals focused on improving health in the Valley.

Doctors Academy says “THANK YOU!”
This summer, 29 Sunnyside DA students completed
the six-week Senior Clinical Internship and Research
Program. Students experienced diverse health fields
and medical careers. In addition to shadowing health
professionals, the students also worked on research
projects pertaining to various health topics. The DA
program appreciates the support from parents, partners, and funders in making it possible for students
to participate in this summer experience. Together,
we are providing opportunities for the next generation of leaders. The DA Class of 2019 says “Thank
you!” for believing and advocating for the continuation of the DA program.
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Summer Research Projects
The rising senior DA class participated in lectures, activities and
assignments designed to introduce students to the American
Psychological Association (APA) proper style of research writing.
Students read and analyzed advanced, collegiate-level material
published in peer-reviewed journals. They were able to choose
their own topics of research based on their interests and relevance to their clinical site internships. At the end of the research
course, each student completed a final ten-page paper.

Clinical Internships
For six weeks, students were able to experience varying health
sectors under the guidance of physicians, nurses, medical staff,
and other professionals. This unique shadowing opportunity
allowed students to develop a better understanding of what it
means to serve patients as a health professional. We thank mentors for inspiring our DA students and serving as role models.

Senior Research Symposium at
UCSF Fresno

The Rising Juniors: Medical Careers
Course (MCC)

Equally important to writing research, is being able to present
research. DA students explained their research projects to their
parents, professional mentors, and college students. Students
were knowledgeable about various topics ranging from breast
reconstruction to respiratory syncytial virus.

The MCC helps students explore careers in the medical field
through shadowing/volunteering at CRMC. Students assist in
various volunteer experiences, such as materials management to
make sure medical professionals have the tools they need. This
hands-on experience allows students to gain exposure to the
diverse parts that allow a hospital setting to function.

Testimonials on the DA Experience
Focusing on Cultural Humility
Throughout the research course, students used critical analysis
to consider complex issues related to health disparities, health
politics, and global health. Not only did students concentrate
their research topics on diseases and medical procedures, but
they also focused their research on marginalized populations and
social determinants of health. The Doctors Academy emphasizes
the importance of cultural competency/humility in order to better
serve populations from diverse backgrounds.

“I was at Adventist Health Reedley Clinic and most enjoyed
learning from Dr. Luis Guzman. He taught me how to suture,
using a pig’s foot, and inspired me to stay focused on my
goals.”
- Alexus Gradilla, Sunnyside DA student.

“I interned in pathology at Kaiser Permanente. The doctors and
assistants were excited to teach me more about ‘gross examination’ and they essentially gave me a course on cell biology. I
learned how to identify cancer cells.”
- Braelen Head, Sunnyside DA student.

“I saw complex cases in the NICU at CRMC. I participated in
rounds with the nurses and attended lectures with the residents.
They included me in their medical conversations and it helped
me out of my comfort zone.”
- Jennie Thor, Sunnyside DA student.

Student Presenter at the Symposium

DA Alumni Joining the Medical Field

Xavier Ybarra, Sunnyside DA student, shared his clinical and
research experience during the DA Senior Research Symposium.
His research presentation was titled, “How does socioeconomic
status affect the diagnosis and mortality rates of individuals with
Type 2 diabetes?” He was interested in this research topic
because of his concern with health disparities. Mr. Ybarra states,
“There are people dying of something that is treatable. It’s not
right.” He appreciated the collaborative environment at CRMC
that worked to address these inequalities and he hopes to join
the team someday as a compassionate physician. He would like
to thank Brian Chinnock, MD, Hagop Afarian, MD, and Rene
Ramirez, MD, for being his mentors.

Two DA alumni from Sunnyside’s Class of 2014, Ariana Corrales
and Amitoj Singh, returned to Sunnyside this summer to assist
current students with their research projects. After high school
graduation, Ms. Corrales attended Fresno State and was admitted to their competitive School of Nursing. Additionally, Mr. Singh
studied microbiology, immunology, and molecular genetics at
UCLA and is currently applying to medical school. We are honored to continue to cultivate the diverse talents of our Doctors
Academy students and look forward to this next generation of
health professionals.

Clinical Internships

