
JOAN L. VORIS, M.D.

Joan Louise Voris, age 75, passed away on
Saturday,February 11, 2017, at Community
Regional Medical Center in Fresno, CA. She was
born on August 5, 1941, in Brooklyn, NY, to Albert
T. Voris, M.D., and Gay L. Voris.

Upon completion of Albert's residency in psy-
chiatry in New York state, the family settled in
Belmont, CA. Joan graduated from Carlmont
High School in 1959. Like her father, she
attended Stanford University where she earned
an Artium Baccalaureusin Biological Sciences in
1963, graduating Phi Beta Kappa. Her time as an
undergraduate was marked by overseas study in
Florence, Italy, an experience she recalled fondly.
She continued at Stanford to earn her Medical
Degree in 1968.

While finishing medical school, Joan met her
husband, Zrino Bezmalinovic, a young
pathologist. Twin daughters arrived in 1967. The
family initially settled in San Francisco, CA, while
Zrino completed his medical training. Their son
was born in 1970, and in 1971, the family moved
to Fresno, CA, where Zrino began his career in
the Pathology Department at Valley Medical
Center.

Although Joan's attention turned to raising her
family, she did not leave medicine behind. As the
children grew, Joan covered for local pediatri-
cians. Eventually, she began practicing at the
Pediatric Clinic at Valley Medical Center, and at

the age of 47, she entered the pediatric residency
program at UCSF Fresno, complete with regular
24 hour call in order to complete her certification
from the Board of Pediatrics.

Joan joined UCSF Fresno as a faculty member
in 1990, and while continuing to work in the
Pediatric Clinic, was part of a team that
published seminal work on the diagnosis of child-
hood sexual abuse that continues to be cited. Her
administrative and leadership roles grew, first as
Director of the Ambulatory Clinics, and in 2002,
as Associate Dean of UCSF Fresno. When she re-
tired in 2015, she left as the longest serving
Associate Dean in Fresno history, having over-
seen a 70 percent increase in physicians trained
at UCSF Fresno and the establishment of many
new fellowships.

Joan was fortunate to have been recognized for
her contributions to the community, in 2010, by
the Marjorie Mason Center as one of the Top Ten
Professional Women, and in 2012, by the
Fresno-Madera Medical Society with the
"Physician Community Service Lifetime
Achievement Award," although she was never
comfortable with such public expressions.

Her story cannot be told without the mention of
cancer. First diagnosed with Hodgkins
Lymphoma in 1981, Joan survived to see her chil-
dren graduate from high school and beyond. She
battled breast cancer in 2002, and was diag-
nosed with colon cancer in 2012. Although the
last years of her life were measured by cycles of
chemotherapy, her strength of character never
diminished. Her family is forever grateful to the
countless physicians, nurses, and staff who
treated her with kindness and dignity.

She was preceded in death by her husband,
Zrino Bezmalinovic, M.D.

She is survived by her children, Beatrice
Bezmalinovic-Dhebar and husband Anirudh
Dhebar of Wellesley, MA, Margaret Bezmalinovic
of Sacramento, CA, and John Bezmalinovic and
wife Tracy of Fresno, CA; and grandchildren, Mia
Bezmalinovic, Arun Dhebar, and Chetan Dhebar.

A gathering to remember Joan will be held at
UCSF Fresno, 155 N. Fresno St., Fresno, CA
93701, on March 24, 2017, at 3:30 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorial
bequests be made to UCSF Fresno Foundation.


