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UCSF Fresno Associate Dean Michael W. Peterson, MD, Awarded Mastership
in American College of Physicians
FRESNO – Michael W. Peterson, MD, associate dean at UCSF Fresno Medical Education
Program, has been awarded Mastership in the American College of Physicians (ACP), the
national organization of internists.
As Associate Dean, Dr. Peterson oversees the development of UCSF Fresno’s clinical and
academic programs. UCSF Fresno is the largest physician training program in California’s
San Joaquin Valley, training about 300 residents and fellows and 350 medical students each
year. Peterson was named associate dean in April 2016 and served as interim associate
dean since January 2015. He also has served as chief of medicine at UCSF Fresno for the
past 14 years. In addition, he is vice chair in the Department of Medicine at UCSF.
Peterson was recruited from the University of Iowa College of Medicine in 2002. During his
tenure in Fresno, he oversaw growth of the UCSF Fresno Internal Medicine Residency
Program from 45 trainees to its current 68 trainees, the development of seven
subspecialties with 37 fellows and led fundraising efforts to build the UCSF Fresno Clinical
Research Center, which opened in 2013. He also secured funding to establish the Larry L.
Hillblom Center on Aging at UCSF Fresno.
His clinical and research focus is in pulmonary and critical care medicine. He received both
his undergraduate and medical degrees from the University of Minnesota and completed
his residency in internal medicine at the University of Wisconsin. He is a Fellow of the
American College of Physicians and the American College of Chest Physicians and a leading
member of the California Thoracic Society, the largest state organization of lung specialists
in the United States. He was a founding member, councilor and president for the
Association of Chiefs and Chairs of Medicine. He is a consummate physician and teacher
and has won numerous awards in both areas, including being named one of America's Best
Doctors in 2002 and every year since 2010. He also received the Henry J. Kaiser Award for
Excellence in Teaching in 2007.

Election to Mastership recognizes outstanding and extraordinary career accomplishments.
Masters must have made a notable contribution to medicine. This includes, but is not
limited to teaching, outstanding work in clinical medicine (research or practice),
contributions to preventive medicine, improvements in the delivery of health care, and/or
contributions to the medical literature.
According to ACP bylaws, Masters are elected “on account of personal character, positions
of honor, contributions toward furthering the purposes of the ACP, eminence in practice or
in medical research, or other attainments in science or in the art of medicine.” ACP
activities are also taken into consideration for all candidates. This includes service to the
ACP in an official capacity, participation in chapter activities, and involvement in the
development of College products and educational programs. Volunteer and community
service is also taken into consideration. ACP will honor new Masters at Convocation during
Internal Medicine Meeting 2017, ACP's annual scientific conference. The meeting is March
30‐April 1 in San Diego.
About the American College of Physicians
The American College of Physicians is the largest medical specialty organization and the
second‐largest physician group in the United States. ACP members include 148,000
internal medicine physicians (internists), related subspecialists, and medical students.
Internal medicine physicians are specialists who apply scientific knowledge and clinical
expertise to the diagnosis, treatment, and compassionate care of adults across the
spectrum from health to complex illness. Follow ACP on Twitter and Facebook.
About UCSF Fresno
UCSF Fresno Medical Education Program, established in 1975, plays a substantial role in
providing health care to residents of California’s San Joaquin Valley and training medical
professionals in the region. UCSF Fresno is the Valley’s largest physician training program,
currently training about 300 medical residents and fellows and 350 medical students on a
rotating basis each year. On average, more than 40 percent of the physicians trained by
UCSF Fresno stay in the region to provide UCSF care in the Central Valley. Thanks to the
expertise of faculty physicians at UCSF Fresno, travel outside of the region is no longer
necessary in many cases for patients seeking sub‐specialty medical care. Faculty and
medical residents engage in a broad spectrum of research addressing Valley health issues.
They also care for the overwhelming majority of the region’s underserved populations. In
addition, UCSF Fresno prepares middle, high school and college students for careers in
health and medicine through a variety of pipeline programs. Please visit
www.fresno.ucsf.edu

About UCSF: UCSF is a leading university dedicated to transforming health worldwide
through advanced biomedical research, graduate‐level education in the life sciences and
health professions, and excellence in patient care. Founded in 1864 as a medical college,
UCSF now includes top‐ranked graduate schools of dentistry, medicine, nursing and
pharmacy; a graduate division with world‐renowned programs in the biological sciences, a
preeminent biomedical research enterprise and top‐tier hospitals, UCSF Medical Center
and UCSF Benioff Children's Hospitals. Please visit www.ucsf.edu/news.
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