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UCSF Fresno Doctors Academy Programs Celebrate Graduates    
WHO: Sixty-nine Doctors Academy students will graduate this June from the University of 
California, San Francisco Fresno Doctors Academy programs at Caruthers, Selma and 
Sunnyside high schools.  Twenty five students make up the graduating Doctors Academy class 
at Caruthers, 15 students will graduate from the program at Selma, and 29 students will 
graduate from the program at Sunnyside High School.  
 

 All 69 students will continue their education at post-secondary institutions this fall 2016  
 100% of Doctors Academy graduates have each been accepted into four-year 

universities   
 93% of the graduates will attend a four-year university as follows: 

o 47% will enter a University of California campus 
o 39% will enter a California State University campus 
o 6% will enter a local community college with plans to transfer to a four-year 

university 
o 7% will enter a private university, and  
o 1% will enter the military  

 
WHAT: Awards ceremonies will be held at each Doctors Academy campus to honor the 
graduates. Recipients of the following awards will be announced:  
 
 UCSF School of Dentistry Pre-Dental Scholars Award:  This award is offered to students 

who meet the minimum standards that include a 3.6 cumulative GPA; a minimum 18 score 
of the Dental Admissions Test (DAT), and a complete application to UCSF School of 
Dentistry.  If the student meets all requirements, the student will be eligible to receive 
special consideration for an interview for admission into the UCSF School of Dentistry.   

 UCSF School of Medicine Scholars Award: This award offers students who demonstrate 
and meet the minimum 3.5 GPA in undergraduate course work, the composite score of 30 
or more on the Medical College Admissions Test (MCAT), with a score of at least nine on 
each subsection, and a complete application to UCSF School of Medicine. As a recipient of 
the UCSF Certificate of Outstanding Achievement Award, and if all criteria is met, the 
recipient will be included among the select group of applicants who are invited for interviews 
with members of the UCSF School of Medicine Committee on Admissions.   

 Scholarships for Local Community Sponsors:  Select Doctors Academy students will 
receive scholarships from local community sponsors who continue to support the Doctors 
Academy and its students’ academic accomplishments and service to the community.  
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“The dedication and commitment from our school sites and community partners are the 
catalysts that allows us to offer students and their families a wide range of services and 
opportunities for academic excellence,” said Katherine A. Flores, MD, director of the UCSF 
Fresno Latino Center for Medical Education and Research. “It is because of the collaborative 
efforts of these strong partnerships that the Doctors Academy students continue to attain their 
academic goals.  We are appreciative of our partners’ continuous support and extremely proud 
of all our students’ academic accomplishments.”  
 
WHEN AND WHERE: 
 
Wednesday, May 11, 2016 
6:00 – 7:30p.m.  
Selma High School, Dining 
Hall 
3125 Wright Street, Selma 
 

Thursday, May 19 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  
Caruthers High School, 
Gymnasium 
2580 W. Tahoe Street, 
Caruthers 
 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016 
6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Sunnyside High School, 
Theater 
1019 S. Peach Avenue, 
Fresno  
 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The UCSF Fresno Latino Center for Medical Education and Research (LaCMER), in partnership 
with Fresno Unified School District and Fresno County Office of Education, started the 
Sunnyside High School Doctors Academy in 1999 to encourage educationally disadvantaged 
students to focus on careers in health and medicine. The Sunnyside High School Doctors 
Academy currently has 143 students enrolled.  A Fresno Unified School District Junior Doctors 
Academy Program was established in 2000 to encourage and support students earlier in their 
academic career as middle school students.   
 
The Doctors Academy program has grown in popularity and scope in the past 16 years. In 2007, 
Doctors Academy programs were established at Caruthers and Selma high schools. A total of 
108 students are enrolled at Caruthers High School and 89 are enrolled at Selma High School. 
In 2014, a Junior Doctors Academy was extended to Caruthers Elementary School.  The UCSF 
Fresno Latino Center continues to support and work closely with Caruthers, Selma and Fresno 
Unified School Districts to sustain these programs and provide health career opportunities for 
qualifying students.  
 
In 2009, UCSF Fresno LaCMER partnered with California State University, Fresno to re-
establish the Health Careers Opportunity Program (HCOP) with the College of Science and 
Mathematics. HCOP provides a continuum of academic support and guidance for Doctors 
Academy alumni and other pre-med and pre-health students accepted into the program.  
Currently, more than 100 students are enrolled in the Fresno State HCOP.   
 
For more information about the Doctors Academy or the UCSF Fresno LaCMER’s other health 
professions programs, please contact the UCSF Fresno Latino Center for Medical Education 
and Research at 559-241-7670; email latino@ucsf.fresno.edu; or visit the UCSF LaCMER 
website at http://www.fresno.ucsf.edu/latinocenter/index.html    



About UCSF Fresno: UCSF Fresno Medical Education Program, established in 1975, plays a 

substantial role in providing health care to residents of California’s San Joaquin Valley and 

training medical professionals in the region. UCSF Fresno is the San Joaquin Valley’s largest 

physician training program. Annually, UCSF Fresno currently trains approximately 250 medical 

residents (medical school graduates who are training under senior faculty physicians prior to 

practicing on their own) in eight specialties, 10 oral and maxillofacial surgery dental residents, 

50 medical fellows (physicians who are completing training beyond residency) in 17 

subspecialties and about 300 medical students (students in the process of earning medical 

degrees) on a rotating basis. One-third of the physicians trained by UCSF Fresno stay in the 

region to provide UCSF care in the Valley. Thanks to the expertise of faculty physicians at 

UCSF Fresno, in many cases, travel outside of the region is no longer necessary for patients 

seeking specialty medical care. UCSF Fresno faculty and medical residents engage in a broad 

spectrum of research addressing health issues pertinent to the Valley. UCSF Fresno faculty and 

residents also care for the overwhelming majority of the region’s underserved populations. In 

addition, UCSF Fresno helps prepare middle, high school and college students for careers in 

health and medicine through a variety of pipeline programs. Please visit www.fresno.ucsf.edu    

 

About UCSF: UCSF is a leading university dedicated to transforming health worldwide through 

advanced biomedical research, graduate-level education in the life sciences and health 

professions, and excellence in patient care. Founded in 1864 as a medical college, UCSF now 

includes top-ranked graduate schools of dentistry, medicine, nursing and pharmacy; a graduate 

division with world-renowned programs in the biological sciences, a preeminent biomedical 

research enterprise and top-tier hospitals, UCSF Medical Center and UCSF Benioff Children's 

Hospitals. Please visit www.ucsf.edu/news.  
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