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UCSF Fresno Celebrates 40 Years of Training Physicians for the San Joaquin Valley with 
Fundraising Gala 
 
FRESNO - UCSF Fresno Medical Education Program will celebrate 40 years of training physicians 
for the San Joaquin Valley at its biennial fundraiser “Valley Visions.” The event will be held on 
Saturday, April 11, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Fresno Convention Center New Exhibit Hall, 
located at 848 M Street in downtown Fresno. Hundreds of physicians, other health care 
professionals and community leaders are expected to attend. Since it was established as a regional 
campus of UCSF in 1975, UCSF Fresno has trained approximately 3,000 physicians.  Up to 40 
percent of them stay in the San Joaquin Valley to provide medical care for community members.  
 
“UCSF Fresno has grown significantly over the past four decades,” said Michael W. Peterson, MD, 
interim associate dean and chief of medicine at UCSF Fresno. “Today, we are the San Joaquin 
Valley’s largest physician training program. Currently, we train about 600 physicians and future 
physicians through all of our medical education programs every year, right here in Fresno.”  
 
Growth at UCSF Fresno since 1975:  
 

 The number of core faculty at UCSF Fresno increased from 1 to 230  

 The number of medical residents and fellows trained on an annual basis rose from 102 to 300 

 Seventeen fellowship programs were established  
 
The number of medical students that conduct clinical rotations at UCSF Fresno increased from 186 
in 2003 to more than 300 currently.  

 
Since 1998, UCSF Fresno has attracted more than $85 million in research, public service and 
training grants and contracts.   
 
“Our progress and success is a result of the hard work and dedication of our partners, donors, faculty 
and staff,” added Dr. Peterson. “Valley Visions is a celebration of them as much as it is recognition 
of our 40th anniversary. We look forward to continue working collaboratively well into the future.  
Working together is the most effective way to move forward our missions of providing medical 
education, clinical care and medical research to improve health and health care in the region.”  
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The 5th Valley Visions will honor UCSF Fresno’s ruby anniversary with premium food and beverage 
tastings from local culinary artisans, wineries and breweries. A sit-down dinner also will be served, 
followed by live music and dancing. In addition, the event will include a silent auction featuring 
fabulous vacation packages, autographed sports and celebrity memorabilia, designer fashions and 
jewelry, dinners at outstanding restaurants and much more. 
 
Proceeds from the fundraiser will benefit UCSF Fresno’s many medical education programs.   
 

### 
 

 
Established in 1975 as a clinical branch of UCSF and now celebrating its 40th anniversary, UCSF 
Fresno Medical Education Program plays a substantial role in providing healthcare services to 
residents of California's San Joaquin Valley and training medical professionals in the region. 
Annually, UCSF Fresno currently trains approximately 250 medical residents in eight specialties, 
nine residents in one dental specialty, nearly 50 fellows in 17 subspecialties and more than 300 
medical students on a rotating basis. Up to 40 percent of the physicians trained at UCSF Fresno 
stay in the San Joaquin Valley to provide medical care for community members. 
 
UCSF Fresno faculty and medical residents engage in a broad spectrum of research addressing 
health issues pertinent to the Valley. UCSF Fresno faculty and residents also care for the 
overwhelming majority of the region’s underserved populations. 
 
In addition, UCSF Fresno provides academic preparation programs for middle- and high school 
students interested in the health professions through the Doctors Academy and Junior Doctors 
Academy. UCSF Fresno is a key partner in the UC Merced San Joaquin Valley Program in Medical 
Education. Please visit www.fresno.ucsf.edu  
 
UCSF is the nation's leading university exclusively focused on health. Now celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of its founding as a medical college, UCSF is dedicated to transforming health 
worldwide through advanced biomedical research, graduate-level education in the life sciences and 
health professions, and excellence in patient care. It includes top-ranked graduate schools of 
dentistry, medicine, nursing and pharmacy; a graduate division with world-renowned programs in 
the biological sciences, a preeminent biomedical research enterprise and top-tier hospitals, UCSF 
Medical Center and UCSF Benioff Children's Hospitals. Please visit www.ucsf.edu  
 


