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UCSF Fresno graduates physicians for the San Joaquin Valley  
 
WHO: 
Nearly 100 resident physicians will graduate from UCSF Fresno Medical Education Program in a 
ceremony on June 12. The graduates include San Joaquin Valley natives Jaime Antuna who grew up 
in Firebaugh and Omar Guzman from Visalia. Both will be staying in the area to practice emergency 
medicine. In fact, five of the 10 graduating emergency medicine residents will be staying in the 
Fresno/Clovis area. Overall, approximately 30 percent of the graduating physicians are expected to 
stay and care for patients in the San Joaquin Valley.  
 
Media are invited to cover the graduation and the social hour leading up to it. 
 
WHAT: 
Dr. Antuna, Dr. Guzman and UCSF Fresno faculty members will be available for interviews during 
the social hour.  
 
A number of awards will be presented during the graduation ceremony, including honors for 
outstanding residents and teachers, Borba research awards, the UCSF Fresno Community Service  
Award, Kaiser Award for Excellence in Teaching, the ICare Award and the Leon S. Peters Resident 
of the Year Award.  
 
WHEN: 
Thursday, June 12 
5 p.m. Social Hour 
6:30 p.m. Graduation Ceremony 
 
WHERE: 
William Saroyan Theater 
700 M Street 
Fresno 
 
Media: Please call (559) 313-6539 to confirm attendance. Interviews will be available during 
the social hour prior to the start of the graduation ceremony. 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
Each year, UCSF Fresno graduates approximately 90 physicians from its residency and fellowship 
programs.  Residency training prepares recently graduated MDs and Doctors of Osteopathic 
Medicine to become specialists, including pediatricians and family practitioners, in approximately 
three to five years. Fellowships offer specific training beyond residency in an area of expertise such 
as cardiology. Fellowships generally last one to two years. Thirty to 50 percent of these graduating 
medical residents and fellows stay in the San Joaquin Valley to practice their specialty and provide 
care for community members.  
 
“We are proud of all of our graduates and we wish them well in the future,” said Joan Voris, MD, 
UCSF Fresno associate dean, “We are especially pleased that so many are staying in the Valley to 
practice and we are equally delighted that a number are staying at UCSF Fresno to continue their 
medical education or joining our faculty to teach the next generation of physicians.”  
 
San Joaquin Valley natives Jaime Antuna, MD, and Omar Guzman, MD, are among this year’s 
graduates.  
 
Dr. Antuna was born in Fresno and raised in the Firebaugh and Mendota areas.  He graduated from 
Firebaugh High School and continued his education at Fresno State as a Smittcamp Scholar. He 
double majored in Chemistry and Health Science. During his time at Fresno State, he worked as a 
scribe in a local emergency department where he assisted physicians with documenting patient 
encounters. The experience confirmed his interest in emergency medicine. According to Antuna, his 
biggest challenge in school was not knowing how to achieve his goal of becoming a doctor. 
Fortunately, he took advantage of the UCSF Fresno Health Careers Opportunity Program at Fresno 
State and went on to earn an MD from UCSF School of Medicine. He says coming home to train 
was an easy decision. His family is here. His mother and father still work and live in Firebaugh 
along with his younger sister. His twin brother and a younger brother both are police officers in 
Kerman. Antuna knew UCSF Fresno was a good fit because he conducted rotations here while in 
medical school. After graduation, Antuna will be working in the emergency department at Kaiser 
Permanente Fresno Medical Center.  
 
Dr. Guzman was born in Visalia and graduated from Redwood High School where he met his wife 
Patricia, played football and was in the marching band. His parents began as farm workers in the 
Central Valley and overcame great disadvantages to earn graduate degrees and provide service to 
their communities. Guzman pursued a career in medicine because it provided him the opportunity to 
emulate his parents, to be a servant of the community as well as a physician advocate. He went to 
UC Irvine where he initially struggled academically. He persisted, graduated and afterward, took a 
job as a scribe in an emergency room. The interaction with patients and physicians solidified his 
passion to become an emergency medicine physician.  He was admitted into a post-baccalaureate 
program at UC Irvine and was later accepted into the UC Irvine School of Medicine. He was part of 
the second class in the Program in Medical Education for the Latino Community (PRIME-LC), a 
program focused on training future physician leaders to work in underserved communities. Through 
PRIME-LC, Guzman pursued a master’s in Public Policy from UCLA while earning his medical 
degree. During medical school, he was honored by Kaiser Permanente with the Oliver Goldsmith 
Award for the advancement of culturally responsive care and was inducted as a member of the Gold 
Humanism Honor Society. He chose UCSF Fresno for residency training because the emergency 
medicine program is one of the best in the U.S. and he wanted to return home to serve Valley 
residents. Guzman continues his activism during residency through the National Hispanic Medical 
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Association and most recently, he spent  a month performing advocacy work with the American 
College of Emergency Physicians in Washington, DC.  
 
“My father only asked two things of me in my life,” said Guzman. “Do better than I did and provide 
a better opportunity for your kids and do your best at everything you do. If you do your best, that’s 
all that can be asked of you.”  
 
After graduation, Guzman will be working in the emergency department at Saint Agnes Hospital in 
Fresno.  
 
Established in 1975, UCSF Fresno is a clinical campus of UC San Francisco. UCSF Fresno plays a 
vital role in providing healthcare services to residents of the San Joaquin Valley, training medical 
professionals in the region, conducting research that addresses regional health issues and preparing a 
pipeline of students for careers in health and medicine.  
 
UC San Francisco is the nation’s leading university exclusively focused on health and is dedicated to 
transforming health worldwide through advanced biomedical research, graduate-level education in 
the life sciences and health professions, and excellence in patient care.  
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