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It's Time to be Thankful
UCSF Fresno Leader Recounts 40 Years of
Accomplishments, Envisions Future Goals

By Michael W. Peterson, MD
Interim Associate Dean
Chief of Internal Medicine

This is the time of year when
we stop and give thanks and
share our good fortune. I'd like
to take this opportunity to ask
you to consider a gift to UCSF
Fresno.  As a public institution
UCSF Fresno needs community and philanthropic support to achieve
its full mission.
 
Over the past four decades, the UCSF Fresno Medical Education
Program has grown to occupy a significant presence in San Joaquin
Valley healthcare. Those of us who are closely involved with UCSF
Fresno know firsthand the many ways we contribute to improved
health and the delivery of healthcare in the region.
 
Despite all of our growth and accomplishments, people are still
unaware of UCSF Fresno's full impact: who we are, what we do, the
role we play in Valley healthcare and how to provide the kind of
philanthropic support we need to continue our remarkable success. 
 
UCSF Fresno: 

Trains the best and brightest physicians

Provides patient care

Connect With Us on
Social Media

UCSF Fresno has increased its
visibility by opening pages on
Facebook, LinkedIn and YouTube
... and you can get involved by
joining each page!

It's a great way to connect with
fellow graduates, and faculty as
well as keep up-to-date on UCSF
Fresno activities.

So join in the conversation today!
Click on the social media logos below
to instantly join.  Become a friend
on Facebook, and link your LinkedIn
bio to ours. 

 
To begin enjoying a wide selection
of videos on our exclusive
channel, click on the YouTube
logo below. 
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Conducts research that seeks to improve health in the Valley

Prepares a pipeline of future healthcare professionals

Performs community service, and

Deserves your support

It is important for the public to know that a significant number of
physicians who train at UCSF Fresno stay in the region to provide
care for community members. The percentage has fluctuated over the
years and has been as high as 50 percent at one time. Most recently,
the percentage of physicians who remain in the San Joaquin Valley
has been around 30 percent.

All of our programs, including most recently the pediatrics program,
are experiencing extraordinary growth and success. 

Our reputation as medical educators is growing. At the same time, it is
important for the community to understand our clinical mission and
how the region benefits from the patient care we provide. We have a
number of "firsts" among our faculty and we are developing innovative
models of healthcare.

Thanks to the expertise of faculty physicians at UCSF Fresno, in
many cases, travel outside of the region is no longer necessary for
patients seeking specialty medical care. UCSF Fresno faculty and
residents also care for the overwhelming majority of the region's
underserved populations. In addition, UCSF Fresno faculty and
residents engage in a wide breadth of research that addresses health
issues pertinent to the Valley.

All of this adds up to an institution of higher medical learning that is
deserving of your support. You can  help UCSF Fresno continue to
advance healthcare in the Valley and encouraging UCSF Fresno's
leadership by giving your time, talents and resources. Your gift will
directly support our efforts to train the next generation of doctors and
researchers who will stay in the Valley to care for you, your children
and your grandchildren.

Every day, at nearly every hospital or health clinic in the Valley, you
have the opportunity to meet a physician educated and trained by
UCSF Fresno medical faculty.  Get involved today, and you can help
ensure that this precious resource remains Central to the Valley.
 
For more information, please visit www.fresno.ucsf.edu. To contribute
today, click here.

UCSF, Community Medical Centers
Increase Pediatric Offerings 
 
UC San Francisco and Community Medical Centers (CMC) have
announced a closer relationship to result in dramatically increased
offerings at Community Regional Medical Center (CRMC) in
downtown Fresno. 

While the two institutions have worked together for 40 years to expand
medical education throughout the region, the new agreement will see
a closer connection between UCSF's Benioff Children's Hospitals and
CMC. 

http://www.fresno.ucsf.edu/
http://makeagift.fresno.ucsf.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtB_JSqfws9Mt-Wspcl5SLw


The range of pediatric services provided by USCF residents at CRMC
will increase dramatically. The Fresno facility's pediatric program
currently sees 65,000 cases annually. 

Changes also include an expanded inpatient pediatric
medical/surgical unit, an inpatient pediatric intensive care unit and
expanding the outpatient pediatric specialty practices at CRMC's
downtown campus. 

UCSF will also assist CMC by providing pediatric subspecialty
physicians from its San Francisco and Oakland campuses whenever
local recruitment is not possible, as well as collaborating on
complicated pediatric cases through real-time remote consultations
and coordinated transfers to UCSF Benioff Children's Hospitals. 

According to a joint press release from UCSF and CMC, the
collaboration will allow for the development of a clinically integrated
health system, improved access to high-quality women's and
children's services and reduce the need to leave the area for care. 

About 300 UCSF medical residents and fellows currently train at
CRMC in 8 specialties and 12 sub-specialties and the campus is
home to the region's only comprehensive burn center, which added a
special children's wing this summer. 

Students Wrap Up Summer
Biomedical Internship Program
 

UCSF Fresno recently graduated its 28th class of students taking part
in the Summer Biomedical Internship Program (SBI). SBI pairs
selected students who are going into their senior year of high school
with faculty members at UCSF Fresno to work on research projects
for two months over the summer.  The program is aimed at providing
students with hands-on biomedical research experience while
introducing them to careers in health and medicine.

Just ten of 66 students who applied for the program were selected.
Students are selected based on academic merit, questionnaire



responses, interviews, and letters of recommendation from their
teachers.

This year, the students' research projects involved subjects such as
cancer, clinical simulation training, diabetes and lupus.  The students
conducted research at California State University, Fresno, Community
Regional Medical Center, Sierra Pacific Orthopedic Center and UCSF
Fresno Center for Medical Education and Research.

Since it was established in 1988, more than 200 high-achieving
students have graduated from the Summer Biomedical Research
Internship Program. Many of the SBI graduates are now health
professionals. A number of them have returned to the San Joaquin
Valley and are working as doctors, pharmacists and nurses. 

The SBI program is funded by the Fresno Regional Foundation, Cal-
Viva Health and anonymous contributors. Students from Fresno,
Kings, Madera, Mariposa, Merced and Tulare counties are eligible to
apply. For more information, please visit www.fresno.ucsf.edu/sbi/ or
email sbi@fresno.ucsf.edu or call (559) 499-6423.

Spirit of Philanthropy Faculty
Awards at CCFMG Annual Meeting
Seven of UCSF Fresno's most philanthropic faculty have been
awarded the inaugural Faculty Spirit of Philanthropy Awards, handed
out October 12 during the Central California Faculty Medical Group's
annual meeting. 

These philanthropic faculty members are leading by example, giving
well over $25,000 to UCSF Fresno and UCSF, which will have a
lasting impact on the mission to attract, train and retain the best and
brightest students and physicians. 

The inaugural recipients honored are:

Dr. James W. and Mrs. Amy Davis have
spent countless hours and given very
generously in raising funds for the Steven
N. Parks endowed Chair in Surgery. They
have also given generously to begin
endeavors on our 4th endowed chair for
UCSF Fresno to be named the James W.
and Amy Davis Endowed Chair in Trauma.
They have also given to countless other
programs, including the Kallsen Endowed

Chair in Emergency Medicine. Thank you to you both for your
generosity! 

http://www.fresno.ucsf.edu/sbi/
mailto:sbi@fresno.ucsf.edu


Dr. Gordon and Mrs. Ruri Honda felt it
important to give back to a pathology
mentor at UCSF that Gordon has thought
so fondly of. This fondness was the
springboard for him to establish the Werner
Rosenau Endowment in Anatomical
Pathology at UCSF, which will provide
significant funding to grow the program.
They have also given to the Bruce
Hasegawa Endowed Fund in pathology, and

have supported the Kallsen Endowed Chair in Emergency Medicine.
Thank you to you both for your generosity! 

Dr. Gene and Mrs. Pam Kallsen have
pledged very generously toward the
endowment in his honor, which is the first
endowed chair in emergency medicine in
UCSF's history. The Kallsens also have
made provisions for a significant gift in their
estate plan. 
 

 
 

 

Dr. Joseph C. Woo, Jr. and his late wife
Mabel, are the perfect example of the
philosophy of giving. In addition to
practicing for more than 60 years, Dr. Woo
has recently pledged $80,000 in support of
the UCSF Fresno Department of
Cardiology. Generosity is ingrained in Dr.
Woo; in his words, "There are always
opportunities to give and share."  I thank
you for your decades of support to UCSF
Fresno!

 

 

  
Dr. Joan L. Voris has given abundantly to
UCSF Fresno for decades, not only
financially, but of her time as well. She is an
avid supporter of all programs of UCSF
Fresno and most recently with substantial
gifts she has made to the Kallsen
Endowment and the UCSF Fresno Women
in Academic Medicine program. We thank
Joan for her tireless efforts and for helping
shape UCSF Fresno into the world-class
program it is today!

 



Dr. Kent and Mrs. Joyce Yamaguchi's
giving stretches back more than 30 years.
They are among the most significant
contributors to the Steven N. Parks
Endowment in Surgery, have spent
countless hours donating time and gifts to
the Student Biomedical Internship program,
and have donated to many other areas of
UCSF Fresno and UCSF, as an alumnus of
the UCSF School of Medicine. We thank
you for your decades of support to UCSF!

Dr. Cynthia Curry has an unwavering
passion for genetics and has translated that
into top-tier support for the genetics
program at UCSF Fresno. She has
supported this work for decades and has
grown it into the stellar program it is today.
 

 
 

This group of seven faculty members represent well over a million
dollars in gifts, pledges and planned estate giving. Think about if we
all followed by their example and made these kinds of commitments to
UCSF Fresno, where we could be. We humbly and profoundly thank
our inaugural recipients for their dedication and acts of kindness.
Together, you have all made a huge difference!

UCSF Fresno Celebrates its Third
Endowed Chair
UCSF Fresno celebrated its third endowed
chair at a reception on September 17 by
naming Greg Hendey, MD, as chair holder of
the Gene W. Kallsen, MD, Endowed Chair in
Emergency Medicine. This is the first chair in
emergency medicine in UCSF history, and
honors Dr. Kallsen's more than 40 years at
UCSF Fresno and his impact on the teaching
and delivery of emergency medical care.
 
Dr. Kallsen's distinguished career includes
more than ten years as Fresno County's first
Emergency Medical Services Director, two
years as chair of the California Commission of Emergency Medical
Services, 23 years as chief of UCSF Fresno's Emergency Medicine
Department, five years as assistant dean at UCSF Fresno, over 25
years in leadership roles with the Central California Faculty Medical
Group as well facilitating the emergency medicine department
transition from University Medical Center to Community Regional
Medical Center.
Greg Hendey, MD, FACEP, is the first to hold the new Kallsen
Endowed Chair. Hendey is board certified in emergency medicine and



a full professor with the UCSF School of Medicine. He has been on
faculty at UCSF Fresno since 1993, and currently serves as the chief
of emergency medicine, practicing at Community Regional Medical
Center, one of the busiest emergency departments in California.
 
The Kallsen Endowed Chair is made possible thanks to lead donor
Community Regional Medical Center and other key contributors,
including Central California Faculty Medical Group, American
Ambulance, the UCSF Fresno Emergency Medicine Department and
other individual donations, including a $100,000 gift from Dr. Gene
and Mrs. Pam Kallsen. In total, more than $800,000 has been raised
toward the $1 million goal.
 
Endowed chairs, associated with the most prestigious educational
institutions, are held by distinguished faculty. To establish an endowed
chair, monies are raised and invested for the purpose of funding the
position in perpetuity. The Gene W. Kallsen, MD, Endowed Chair in
Emergency Medicine enables UCSF Fresno to continue recruiting the
finest physicians and medical educators to head its emergency
medicine program for years to come.
 
Also celebrated were two
long-overdue chair
recognitions. In 2012, the
Steven N. Parks
Endowed Chair in
Surgery was established
and James W. Davis, MD,
FACS, was named the
first chair holder. Dr.
Davis was presented with
a ceremonial chair to
celebrate.   Also receiving
a celebratory chair, was Interim Associate Dean, Michael W. Peterson,
MD, who in 2002 was named as the first endowed chair holder at
UCSF Fresno -  the Valley Medical Foundation's Endowed Chair in
Medicine.

UCSF Fresno Foundation ... With Your
Support, We're Making a Difference! 
Together:

We provide education to physicians in eight specialties so that
they can better care for the citizens of our community.
We unite high-tech with patient care. At the UCSF Fresno
Medical Education Program, our doctors are able to provide
patients and families compassionate care that is at the forefront
of scientific discovery.
We move discoveries from the research to the patient
bedside. For decades, our researchers have been discovering
solutions for childhood to geriatrics health problems, both
common and rare.
We train outstanding clinicians and leaders who advance the
health of infants, children, adolescents and adults throughout



the world.  Working in teaching hospitals, we nurture
tomorrow's leaders in health care.

When the best research, the best education, and the best patient care
converge, great breakthroughs for health worldwide are achieved. 
Another hallmark of our excellence is our spirit of collaboration,
carried through in partnerships with and support from friends like you.
UCSF Fresno Medical Education & Research Program thanks you for
your interest in our mission.
 
Give today and benefit tomorrow!  

 

Department of Development & Alumni Relations
155 N. Fresno Street
Fresno, California 93701-2302
(559) 499-6425
www.fresno.ucsf.edu 

Congratulations to Our Faculty and
Alumni!
 

Congratulations to Katherine Flores, MD,
with the UCSF Fresno Latino Center for
Medical Education and Research, on being
selected as a recipient of the UCSF 150th
Anniversary Alumni Excellence Award. This
award is granted for distinction in research,
clinical care, education, business, and/or
public service. Awardees selected reflect the
excellence of UCSF's entire alumni
community.
 
Dr. Flores is currently the Director of the
California Health Education Training Center

(HETC) and the Latino Center for Medical Education and Research
(LaCMER) in Fresno. LaCMER addresses the persistent shortage and
under-representation of underprivileged students being attracted to
healthcare professions. 
 

http://makeagift.fresno.ucsf.edu/
http://www.fresno.ucsf.edu/
http://www.fresno.ucsf.edu/


Congratulations to Laurel Friesen, RN,
(retired), a member of the UCSF Fresno
Dean's Development Council, for being
inducted into The Central San Joaquin Valley
Nursing Hall of Fame! Laurel is a graduate of
Fresno State and the UCSF School of
Nursing.  

Friesen is credited for co-developing critical
care classes at UCSF, as well as teaching in
the nurse internship program. Her passion
for nursing education carried over into her
role at Kaiser. From 2001 to 2012, Friesen managed patient care
education and new hire orientation for thousands of nurses, and
worked closely with nursing students to provide clinical sites around
the Central Valley.

Congratulations to UCSF Fresno's Kenny
Banh, MD, who will be awarded the ACEP
National Junior Faculty Teaching Award  at the
American College of Emergency Physicians'
national conference in Boston. This award
honors outstanding educators in emergency
medicine and is designed to support
emergency medicine faculty in their efforts to
achieve academic advancement, as well as
support the continued academic development
of the specialty. The award recognizes
superior teaching activities including didactic

lectures, clinical instruction, the development of innovative educational
programs, as well as the endorsement by faculty, residents, and
students. Dr. Banh is one of only three physicians receiving this
award!

Upcoming Events: 
 
All Alumni Reception
Plans are underway for an all alumni reception, tentatively scheduled
for early in the second quarter of 2016 at Ruth's Chris Steakhouse in
Fresno. Graduates from the UCSF schools of medicine, nursing,
pharmacy, dentistry and UCSF Fresno are invited to attend. More
details to follow.
 
Pediatric Alumni Reunion
The UCSF Fresno Pediatric Department will be holding an alumni
reunion in the spring of 2016. The reunion will take place in Fresno at
the UCSF Fresno facility.  More details will follow.
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